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Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Montana 
 

Operation and Maintenance Guide 
to Stabilize and Protect Your 

Stream Channel and Streambank 
(For Practice Standards 322, 326, 395, 580, 582, and 584) 

 
 Operator:________________________________________________________________ 

 Project:_________________________________________________________________ 

 Location:_________________Sec.__________, T.___________, R._________________ 

 NRCS Office_________________________________Phone_______________________ 
 
Your stream channel and bank protection plan was designed and installed to reduce 
stream erosion.  Like crops or livestock, its success depends on your good care.  Finding 
and treating problems early is vital to avoiding major repair costs and alternatives.  
Inspections need to be done on a regular basis and immediately after big flows.  The 
inspection schedule on the back of this worksheet is your responsibility.  It helps to 
remind you to document dates on your calendar.  Contact us, NRCS, if you need 
assistance or have questions. 
 

INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE CHECKLIST 
 

 
r Repair any eroded areas and re-plant with suitable seed or plant material(s). 
 
r Maintain desirable vegetation and control weeds and invasive trees/shrubs. 
 
r Manage grazing to keep vegetation healthy according to a management plan. 
 
r Repair damage caused by vehicles or machinery. 
 
r Control beaver cutting, browse damage, burrowing, and other damage by wildlife. 
 
r Check structures for anchoring and soundness.  Repair weaknesses immediately. 
 
r Remove any debris that hinders operation of the system. 
 
r Maintain fences. 
 
r Remove large trees species that grow in lower bank areas.  If they fall, large trees might 

rip apart a streambank.  Leave small tree species for added protection. 
 
r After the stream and bank stabilization practices are all satisfactorily established,  
 inspect the site at least once a year and/or after major flow events. 
 
r See back of this form for more details specific to your site. 
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Operation and Maintenance Agreement for Your Stream Channel and Streambank Project 

 
Narrative for Site-Specific Requirements: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The left-hand column (below) lists the suggested intervals between successive Operation and Maintenance inspections.  
Use it as a guide to develop an inspection schedule with the cooperator, and list the planned dates in the third column.  
Adjust the intervals to fit the installation. 

Standard 
Inspection 

Interval 

 
Inspection 
Number 

Original 
Planned 

Date 

 
 
Person Responsible 

 
Date 

Completed 

 
 
Completed by (Signature) 

Revised Date 
of Next 
Inspection 

2 Weeks 1      
4 Weeks 2      
6 Weeks 3      
2 Months 4      
3 Months 5      
4 Months 6      
5 Months 7      
6 Months 8      
12 Months 9      
18 Months 10      
24 Months 11      
30 Months 12      
For each inspection, check the items listed on front of this sheet and in the notes above.  Look for bank or scour erosion; 
plant survival and vigor; amounts and species of weeds and competition effects; damage from browse, beaver cutting, or 
insects; that are undesirable. 
 

Practice or Concern 
 
Condition of Vigor; the Practice 

Needs to be Added: or N/A 

 
Extent and Type of Repairs or 

Maintenance Required 

 
Date 

Completed 
Channel Stability    
Bank Stability; 
Erosion, Burrows, Etc. 

   

Weed Competition    
Grass/Sedge Seeding    
Shrub/Tree Planting    
Brush Mattress    
Live Fascines    
Live Stakes    
Mulching    
Erosion Control Fabric    
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