Biota Food Sources (Crop Residues, Root Exudates,

Section 15 of 22 (15a - Soil
Quality Test Kit Guide):

Manure, Decomposing OM, Humus & Living Organisms)

2. Soil Respiration F‘ A ;i:__ e+, 1 Discussessamplingand
(Ibs CO,-Clac/d) ‘1__5\; s _,_._.ad site characterization (Refer
2 B _i'_ . -4 10 Guide, pages 1-3)
\ - lh.ﬂF L 2. Indicates the soil's

= = biological activity

<. Measures the saoil's
ability to take in water
through the soil surface

| _10. Number/ft?

Soil

3. Infiltration Test Temp. 4 Measuresthe soil's

(in/hr) compaction orpore space
5. Measures the salt
concentration in the soil
\.D Additional 6. Measures the soil's
Assessments: acidity or alkalinity

7. Measures the soil’'s

» 30il, Irrigation nitrate levels

Water & Plant
Tissue analysis

» Active Carbon
Test

: - 8. Measures the amount of
m Large Soil Pores water-stable aggregates

(Good Aeration & 9. Estimates the stability of
AT raltis v Infiltration) soil fragments in water

4. Bulk Density Test (glem®)

10. Measures the number
5. Electrical Conductivity orearthworms in the soil

- sy e _ - 11. Shows how to observe
8. Aggregate Stability Test. . w2 Test (ECe in dSim). Tane e
0 e i.e., Salts in the Soil. patterns and how to
(% Water Stable Aggregates) = Gstimate topsoll aégith.
i Al 6. Soil pH Test penetration resistance, and
9. Slake Test (Stability CEass. 0- (i) .- et B ST, S
al . 20ll Nitrate les profile (Refer to Guide,
_"_.["hYsic 1 e S pages 23— 27 & 75— 78)
’;**"'F(Sﬂil TeXx . Chemical 12. Estimates salinity and
o & Stk nitrate/nitrite levels in
. :' ] (3011 Snluﬁﬂf’/ irmigation water (Refer to
11 ; ) : Guide. pages 79-82)
NOTE: Emphasis on managing the Soil Ecosystem rudy.garcia.2009

Agronomy Tech Note 76 (http://www.nm.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/handbooks/iwm/nmiwm.html)
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