
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 
CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATION 

 

IA-1  SITE PREPARATION 
 
 

1.   SCOPE 
Site preparation work shall consist of clearing, grubbing, stripping, refuse removal, bank sloping and 
structure removal on the site as necessary to rid the site of all undesirable materials on or near the 
surface and prepare the site for the structure.  All woody growth within the construction area shall be 
cleared and all stumps and roots one inch in diameter or larger shall be grubbed from the site.  In 
addition, all areas within 25 feet of the footprint of the structure shall be cleared and grubbed except 
as directed by NRCS.  The work shall also consist of the removal and disposal of structures 
(including fences) that must be removed to perform other items of work. 
 
For wetland restoration, enhancement, or creation projects, the wetland area shall be disturbed as little 
as possible and existing naturally vegetated spillway areas shall not be disturbed. 

 
2.   FOUNDATION PREPARATION 
The construction areas shall be stripped a minimum of 6 inches to remove all unsuitable materials 
such as organic matter, grasses, weeds, sod, debris, and stones larger than 6 inches in diameter. 

 
In an earth embankment foundation area, all channel banks and sharp breaks shall be sloped to no 
steeper than 1.5 horizontal to 1 vertical. 

 
The foundation area shall be thoroughly scarified before placement of fill material.  The surface shall 
have moisture added or shall be compacted if necessary so that the first layer of fill material can be 
compacted and bonded to the foundation. 

 
3.   STRIPPED MATERIAL DISPOSAL 
Suitable soil material shall be stockpiled for use as topsoil.  The other stripped materials shall be 
buried, removed from the site, or disposed of as directed by the owner or NRCS.  Whenever possible, 
material shall not be disposed of in the pool area created by the structure. 

 
Stockpiled materials around a construction site should be placed so as not to hinder subsequent 
construction operations. 

 
4.   DISPOSAL OF REFUSE MATERIALS 
Waste materials from clearing and structure removal shall be burned or buried at locations approved 
by the owner.  Buried materials shall be covered with a minimum of 2 feet of earthfill.  Whenever 
possible, material shall not be disposed of in any pool area created by the structure. 

 
All refuse shall be disposed of in a manner which complies with all local and state regulations. 

 
5.   SALVAGE 
Items to be salvaged shall be as shown on the drawings.  Structures and fencing materials that are 
designated to be salvaged shall be carefully removed and neatly placed in the specified storage areas. 

 
6.   SPECIAL SPECIFICATIONS 
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