Denise Coleman, State Conservationist, opened the Pennsylvania
State Technical Committee meeting at 12:30 PM on the 22d of
January 2013 at the PA NRCS Building in Harrisburg, PA. As part
of her opening remarks she outlined the meeting agenda by
introducing Jennifer Reed-Harry who will be presenting information
on Pennsylvania’s 4R Strategy. Also introduced was Jeffery Larkin
of Indiana University of Pennsylvania who will be making a
presentation on the Golden-Winged Warbler. She remarked that
2012 was a banner year with all projects. She thanked all the
Partners for their assistance during the past year. She recognized
the following Partners from the DEP. With the weather problems
experienced during 2012, 300 to 400 requests were addressed.
She first recognized Bill Kcenich (DEP) for services rendered in the
area of EWP and presented him with a Certificate of Appreciation
for his efforts. Doug Beegle (Penn State Univ) was introduced and
presented Certificate of Appreciation for his assistance with 590
Standards during 2012. Also recognized for 590 Standards
assistance was Bill Clouser (State Conservation Commission) who
was unable to attend this meeting. Certificates of Appreciation were
also presented to Clint Riley (PA Fish & Wildlife Service), Jeff
Larkin (IUP), Andy Duncan (Bureau of Forestry), and Mike Pruss
(PA Game Commission) in recognition of their assistance with the
Golden-Winged Warbler Program. She remarked that we had been
given three months to handle a nationwide initiative for the Golden-
Winged Warbler. Mike Pruss was responsible for making 500
mailings for the program. Mike was unable to attend this meeting.
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Barry Frantz gave an update report on 2013 Farm Bill. (See

attached hand out.) He emphasized the following areas:

a. An extension has been announced for the 2008 Farm
Bill and the 2013 version should be completed on/about
April 2013. . .or maybe June.

b.

g.
h.

Programs that have been reauthorized include:
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative (CBWI),
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), Grassland
Reserve Program (GRP), and Wetland Reserve
Program (WRP).

Funding was increased in EQIP, EQIP/CBWI combined
and WHIP. $7.2 million was authorized for the Bay area
states. AMA received about the same as previously
authorized. $1.7 million has been authorized for WHIP,
due mainly to the Golden-Winged Warbler program.

. 2013 Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) has

limited funding ($168,000) and will be utilized for
Targeting Irrigation programs in Adams and York
Counties.

.We have received an extra $4 million for Air Quality.

Details of PA Eligible Counties are listed on the
attached 1 page hand-out.

Under Air Quality, a new Maple Syrup Practice,
Combustion System Improvement that includes a
variation on health improved efficiency of boiling down
Maple Syrup. Using Reverse Osmosis to get the water
out earlier in the process so you don’t have to boil it as
long.

CCPI project in Lancaster will be funded using some
Chesapeake Bay Money.

We will be offering the state CIG again this year.
Conservation Activity Plans emphasis will be directed
toward the Comprehensive Nutrient Management,



Forest Management Plan, and of the remaining plans,
we might get 5 to 10 of them included.

j. About $9 million will go out to counties for Cropland,
improved pasture/grazing land and manure
management this year.

k. Water Quality — we will be going with the same projects;
Upper Kishacoquillas Creek and Mifflin County, Upper
Maiden and Sacony Creeks — Berks and Lehigh.

l. CBWI is the big unknown right now. Just simply don’t
know how much or if we will have money for this program.
We are accepting applications, but not publicizing it. We
just don’t know.

m. Whip, we will be doing what we did last year, Warbler
having a good year last year will be going strong again this
year.

n. CSP — we are currently accepting applications —
Decision is pending if a national signup will be announced.
We may target to particular project due to restrictions.

0. CRP has been re-authorized until September 30, 2013.



Available Conservation Programs
from the 2008 Farm Bill
January 2013

+  Agricullural Management Assistance - AMA
+ Chesapeake Bay Watershed Inifiative — CBWI Reauthoilzed
+ Conservalion Reserve Program — CRP Reauthorlzed

+  Conservalion Stewardship Program - CSP

+ Environmental Quality Incentives Program - EQIP
Farm and Ranchland Protection Program — FRPP
Grassland Reserve Program — GRP Reavthorlzed
Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program - WHIP
Welland Reserve Program — WRP Reauthorlzed

PA EQIP/CBWI and
 AMA/WHIP 2007-2013

e m Bl !
Program | 2007 | 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

EQIP  [$10.804]$15.3 M| $13.0M | $13.5M [ $13.5M'| $18.7M | 526.6 M

el | S0 30 s55M | $9.7M | $19.4M | s156M | 0

EQIP/CBWYI
comblned [$10.8 M[$15.3 M|| $18.5M

$23.2M | $32.9M | $34.3M | $26.6 M+

AMA 0 $1.0M || S1.0M $0.8M $0.70M $0.2M | $0.2M

wrip |30zt |s00m|| sosn | sosm | sosm | s1om [s1m |’

2013 Application and Obligation
Dates

+ National Signup Cycles - 3 Friday of month
o Oct 19 2012 = First cycle applications
o Dec 21 2012 = Second cycle applications
o Feb 15 2013 = Third cycle applications
o Will deslgnale additional cycles if needed

+ Obligate funds by July 1 2013

2013 Agricultural Management
Assistance (AMA)

o Limited funding ($168,000)
o Targeting Irrigation

o Adams & York Counties

O




2013 Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP)

+ National Initiatives and Requirements
« State Priorities

* Locally Directed Fund Pools

-

Fiscal Year 2013
EQIP National Initiatives and Required Offerings

Alr Quality

Organic Initiative

On-Farm Energy Conservation

Seasonal High Tunnel

Water Quality Initiative d

Great Lakes Restoration Initialive (Erie, Polter) —
Greenhouse Gas/CIG support (Chester, Lancaster) —
Beginning Farmers and Socially Disadvantaged
Farmers

L

2013 PA State Priorities

+ Advanced Technology/Digesters, Litter Incinerators -

+ CNMP/NMP Plan Development

+ Conservation Activity Plans

Feed Management

Forestry Practices

+ Forest Management Plan Development
Wildlife Habitat

+ Healthy Dairies (Lancaster CCPI)

» Conservation Innovation Grant (state opfion)

Conservation Activity Plan
Options

Agricultural Energy Management Plan

o Headquarters or Landscape
Comprehensive Air Quality Management Plan
Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan
Conservation Plan Supporling Organic Transition
Drainage Water Management Plan
Fish and Wildlife Habitat Management Plan
Forest Management Plan -}
Grazing Management Plan-
Integrated Pest Management Plan
Irrigation Water Management Plan
Nuirient Management Plan (no livestock)
Pollinator Habitat Enhancement Plan




2013 Locally Directed Fund Pools
~with Team Allocations

« Field Team Allocations for:
o Cropland
o Pasture/Grazing Land -
o Livestock/Manure Management

Water Quality - Upper
Kishacoquillas Creek — Mifflin Co

Kishacoquillas Creek /, J,/

Water Quality -Upper Maiden and
Sacony Creeks — Berks and Lehigh

: \
Maiden Creek ){

Chesapeake Bay Watershed
Initiative - CBWI

+ Reauthorized until September 30 2013
+ NRCS accepting applications

+ Not advertising for new applications pending
decision on new funding

+ Mayre-open fund poals:
o'Conewago Creek
o Streambank Proteclion

e12




——— 2013 Wildlife Habitat Incentive

2011 C'BWI Pr forily j Wﬂtersf eds

Program (WHIP)

+ Nafionwide, all WHIP funds targeted to
T&E or declining species
o Working Lands for Wildlife

+ Pennsylvania 2013 Allocation - $1.7 million
o Bog Turtle $100,000
o Golden Winged Warbler $1.6 million

-'r 1 Bug Turlle Focus Araa
| 3

1’ AT Ll GeIden—nged Warblm Pnonfv Area

Bog Turtle
Priority Area




Conservation Stewardship
Program - CSP
o Currently accepting applications

o Decision pending if national S1gnup will be
announced

o May be targeted due to reduced available acreage

PA CREP

CRP Re-authorized to Sept 30 2013
FSA waiting for approval te begin accepting
applications
New forms for 2013 needed

Reminder; All 43 Chesapeake Bay counhes
combined into one orea

o uses newer procedures developed for the

upper 23 counties, :

e18

IJ-:_‘;"" Pecnsylvania Conseceatisn Resenve Enhanctstirt Progom
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United States Depariment of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service

For More Information, visit:

v Your local USDA Service Center

¥ Your local conservation dislrict

v wwawpa.nres.usda.gov
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FY2013 EQIP Air Quality Initiative
PA Eligible Counties

FY13 Air Quality National Allocated $4,215,264
Additional Practices
Original Eligible Counties Counties

ADAMS Access Control
ALLEGHENY Agrichemical Handling Facility
ARMSTRONG Amendments for Treatment of Ag Waste
BEAVER Anaerobic Digestor
BERKS Combustion System Improvement
BLAIR Composting Facility
BUCKS Comprehensive Air Quality Management Plan
BUTLER Conservation Cover
CAMBRIA Conservation Crop Rotation
CARBON Cover Crop
CENTRE Critical Area Planting
CHESTER Drainage Water Management
CLEARFIELD . Feed Management

Clinton Field Border

Crawford Forage and Biomass Planting
CUMBERLAND Forest Stand Improvement
DAUPHIN Heavy Use Area Protection
DELAWARE Hedgerow Planting
ERIE Integrated Pest Management
FAYETTE Irrigation System, Sprinkler
FRANKLIN Irrigation Water Management
GREENE Mulching
INDIANA Nutrient Management
LACKAWANNA Prescribed Burning
LANCASTER Pumping Plant
LAWRENCE Residue Mgmt-No-Till/Strip Till/Direct S — ~
LEBANON Riparian Forest Buffer
LEHIGH Riparian Herbaceous Cover
LUZERNE Roofs and Covers

Lycoming Solid/Liquid Waste Separation Facility
MERCER Stripcropping
MONROE Tree/Shrub Establishment
MONTGOMERY Waste Treatment
NORTHAMPTON Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment
PERRY
PHILADELPHIA

Schuylkill

Somerset
TIOGA
WASHINGTON
WESTMORELAND
WYOMING
YORK

January 22 2013




MERCER

LAARENCE

GREENE

_EQIP Air Quality Initiative
Eligible Counties For 2013

VENANSO

FAYETTE

s SUSQUEHANNA
WARREN MBEAN
e
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WANS

BN
2
FERAt
WESTWORELAND
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FOREST
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L LYCOMNG
cUNTON
CLARION
EFFERSON
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CUMBERLAND
LANCASTER
SOMERSET Ez0FORD SiEn e
AILTON FRANLIY YOIk

ONRCS

38 Eligible Counties for 2013
Based on EPA Air Quality Non Attainment Areas




Guest Speaker Jennifer Reed-Harry, of Penn Ag Industries (717-
651-5920, jrharry@pennag.com), spoke about Pennsylvania’s 4R
Strategy. (See attached hand out)

The 590 Nutrient Management 4R’s took effect on January 1, 2013.
They are - managing the right amount, right source, right placement
and right timing of the application of nutrients to insure adequate
soll fertility for plant production and to minimize the potential for
environmental degradation. The purpose of 4R Nutrient
Stewardship is to improve agricultural production while minimizing
environmental degradation. The Scientific principals are as
indicated in the handout provided. She spoke about the 4R alliance
Charter, 4R alliance and the 2013 objectives; In-season Field NUE
strategies, Education, and Outreach. She also explained the Farm
Segments, Data Collection and quality as well as the need for
communication. In the handout she has provided photographic
examples of the 4R’s. She indicated that she is interested in feed-
back, thoughts and questions.
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Establishing Priority Areas in FY 2014: Denise made comments
regarding finances. She indicated that there was not a lot of money
for Water Quality actually a bit less. We would have about $756
thousand for project areas — Upper Maiden Creek, Sacony and
Upper Kishacoquillas Creeks.

It remains to be seen exactly how much money we will receive
under CBWI. We are currently looking over areas of priorities to see
if they are working or if we can move on to other areas. We are
sticking with the same priorities we have since 2010. If you are
working in those same priorities, you will be able to continue and
your money will eventually get to you. If not you may not be able to
continue. Lycoming and Centre Counties are not seeing an influx of
money. Perhaps dialog is needed to discuss new nutrient rich data
that should possibly be targeted. Focus areas should be statewide.
It was mentioned that a committee be established to discuss future
focus areas, elements that need to be looked at and how they all
come together. The committee should not only look at watersheds,
but also more segments of agriculture such as dairy, poultry and
swine. Also what practices need to be done in those watersheds or
farm segments to achieve goals in what you want to achieve. An
example in poultry (which is a dry litter) would be the construction
of a cement pad for on-farm storage which could be applied twice
per year rather than an “every clean out” thing. The same for Dairy.
Look not only at watersheds, but source water protection, concerns
and contributing factors and how to address the regulatory
requirements and controls. Tentative appoinments to the committee
were: Bill Angstadt, Ron Ramsey, Kelly O'Neill, Mark Goodson,
Doug Goodlander, Diana Day, Ron Ramsey, Curtis Schreffler, Fred
Suffian, Bill Neilson and Dan Dostie.
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Mark Goodson. PA Conservation Agronomist for NRCS, gave a
verbal report explaining NRCS headquarters had recently
announced the creation of a new Division, called the Sail Health
Management Division, within the Science and Technology Deputy
Chief area. There will now be three Divisions in the National
Science and Technology area: Conservation Engineering,
Ecological Sciences, and Soil Health Management. Pennsylvania
NRCS and partners have recognized the emerging science of soil
health for the past ten years or so. Over the past year, NRCS PA
planned and conducted staff training to reach staff from every field
office and also hosted producer field day events.

A demonstration comparing soil aggregate stability of similar soils
managed differently (healthy management system vs. conventional
system) was also presented. The demonstration demonstrated
how a healthy soil’s higher stability in water can reduce sediment,
nutrient and pesticide field losses compared to soils under
conventional management practices.



Dr. Jeffrey L. Larkin, of Indiana University of Pennsylvania,
representing the Golden-winged Warbler Working Group,
Appalachian Mountains Joint Venture presented a report on
Implementation of the Golden-winged Warbler Habitat on Private
Lands in Pennsylvania. (see attached hand out)

Dr. Larkin identified the Partners that are working under the
Appalachian Mountains Joint Venture. He explained the need to
actively address the loss of breeding habitat for the GWWI and
three steps to improve the habitat; GWWI Focal Area Identification;
Development of Habitat Management Guidelines and Goals; and
Implementation of those Guidelines. He stated that GWWI
conservation in Pennsylvania will require a balanced approach
between public and private land opportunities, and explained his
suggestions. He said that it is necessary to continue finding new
ways to reach out to private landowners for cooperation in the
venture and to reduce the “wait, wait, wait” actions. He
acknowledged the “Working land for Wildlife” program and
explained its structure and objectives. He announced the results of
the April 2012 Direct Mailing. He indicated that IUP had received a
grant from NFWF which enabled the hiring of an IUP-NRCS Project
Manager/Conservation Planner. He explained the results of efforts
in the GWWI focal Area for 2012. In 2013, a new partner will be
joining efforts of implementation of objectives, The National Wild
Turkey Federation. Denise and Dr. Larkin discussed problems that
have been noted concerning clearing forests and the effects on
Indiana Bat. Dr. Larkin indicated a lot of investigation is necessary
before it can be considered a problem that requires addressing. He
finished by saying that he considers the GWW Initiative a “once in a
career” opportunity. The synergy, funding and interest is there and
the initiative benefits all wildlife species.
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Implementation of those Guidelines. He stated that GWWI
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Subcommittee Reports — Barry Frantz

Dan Dostie, NRCS gave brief remarks on Feed Management. He
thanked the Partners at Penn State for reviewing our Tech Guides.
They provided 16 new documents to complement our Guides. He
also made mention of “NEWBIo” (see attached hand out). NEWBio
is the Northeast Woody/Warm Season Bioenergy Consortium, a
USDA-AFRI funded regional project promoting the next generation
bioenergy production in the Northeast US. The project focuses on
three primary perennial crops for biomass feedstock: Switchgrass,
Giant Miscanthus and Willow. |
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\Penn State Extension|

RENEWABLE AND ALTERNATIVE ENERGY FACT SHEET

NEWBIo Feedstocks Comparison

“NEWBio” is the Northeast Woody/Warm Season Bioenergy
Consortium, a USDA-AFRI funded regional project promoting
next generation bioenergy production in the Northeast US.
The project focuses on three primary perennial crops for
biomass feedstock: Switchgrass, Giant Miscanthus and
Willow. '

Why are we looking at these species? They all:

o  Provide feedstock for heat, electricity or liquid fuels

e Are fast growing and high yielding in short periods of
time

o Help reduce carbon emissions compared to other
crops

e Grow well on marginal land such as wet soils, so do
not compete with other food crops

o Tolerate cold and drought conditions

e  Provide numerous environmental and wildlife benefits

e  Have attractive rates of return compared to other uses
of marginal land

There are millions of acres of idle and marginal lands in the
Northeast conducive for growing these energy crops. As the
market for bioenergy products develops, these energy crops
will provide an important source of material for heat,
electricity or liquid fuels. An average acre of these crops will
produce about 300-400 gallons of cellulosic ethanol or the
equivalent of 70-100 million BTUs of energy. Although there
are different cash flow profiles and management considerations
for these crops they can all provide viable economic returns.

For more information on the NEWBio project, visit
http://www.newbio,psu.edu

Also, visit Penn State Extension’s Renewable Energy Web site
at http://energy.extension.psu.edu

-

#iNFa USDA
|——s-rj; = _,,.-——-.

LI\iEWBi

(o)

This table provides a brief comparison of the three crops for
some key characteristics

Feedstock Switchgrass | Giant Willow
Miscanthus

Growing Harvested Harvested Harvested

cycle: annually for | annually for | every 3 years
20 years 20 years for 7 cycles

Planting Seed Rhizomes Cuttings

stock:

Plants per About 8 About 4000 About 6,000

acre: pounds of rhizomes cuttings
seed

Establish- About $1,500 to About

ment cost: $500/acre $2,500/ acre | $1000/acre

Yields/acre: | 4-6 dry 5-7 dry 4-6 dry tons
tons/year tons/year lyear

Fertilizer: Needed for Not needed May be
maintenance useful every
applications few cycles

Herbicide At At At

use: establishment | establishment | establishment
phase phase phase

Pests/ Few known Unknown Some known

diseases:

Harvest Conventional | Conventional | Specialized

method: hay hay forage header
equipment equipment equipment

Harvest Generally in | Generally in | Generally

timing: late late winter, can
winter/early | winter/early | be year
spring spring round.

Invasiveness: | Some Non invasive | Most
cultivars are cultivars are
not invasive not invasive

Feedstock High BTUs, | HighBTUs, | Very High

properties: low water low water BTUs, very
content, low | content, low low ash
ash content ash content content

Prepared by Michael Jacobson, Penn State Department of
Ecosystem Science and Management

Penn State is an
equal opportunity

university

An QUTREACH program of the
College of Agricultural Sciences




Dean Collamer gave some brief remarks concerning the Nutrient
Management Subcommittee meeting which was held on January
22, 2013 in the FSA Conference Room at the USDA State Office in
Harrisburg. A copy of those minutes appear below.

Meeting Minutes
Nutrient Management Subcommittee of the USDA NRCS State Technical Committee
January 22, 2013 9:30 am — noon
FSA Conference Room, USDA state office, Harrisburg

Attending: Dean Collamer, chair, Bill Neilson, Bill Angstadt, Don Fiesta, Greg Hostetter, Jennifer
Grimes-Shuler, Frank Schneider, Johan Berger, Mark Goodson

Meeting was called to order at 9:37 am. Collamer and Goodson took meeting notes.
Frank Schneider, SCC Nutrient Management Program Director, was welcomed to the subcommittee.

Minutes of the August 30, 2013 subcommittee meeting were distributed, reviewed, correct and
approved. Greg Hostetter moved to approve, seconded by Bill Angstadt, approved by unanimous
vote.

Goodson reported that NRCS in Pennsylvania had completed its revision of the conservation practice
standard for Nutrient Management (code 590) in early January when it was placed in the PA Field
Office Technical Guide (PA Tech Guide). Highlights of the revised standard were discussed. The
subcommittee is very interested in details about ongoing PA P-Index revision work and desires a
technical presentation at a future meeting (perhaps the next subcommittee meeting) describing P
Index revision work.

Angstadt provided information about an EPA/White House/OMB push to include pathogen (bacteria)
monitoring in 319-funded projects that collaborate with USDA NRCS National Water Quality Initiative
(NQWI) work using EQIP funding. Subcommittee should pay attention to this development.

Collamer reported his discussion with Doug Beegle on new Penn State nitrogen leaching
management guidance. Beegle is developing a fact sheet and decision matrix tool with Katie Clark.
Development and internal review of these materials will continue through about the end of March then
be prepared for May publication. Collamer was invited to participate in the technical review process
representing nutrient management subcommittee stakeholders.

Goodson shared the printed presentation about the voluntary EPA/DEP Source Water Protection
program (SWP) that was presented by Pat Bowling (DEP) at the October 25, 2012 USDA State
Technical Committee meeting. Goodson is communicating with Vicky Binetti (EPA SWP) to identify
some places subcommittee stakeholders and SWP can strengthen outreach and impact of this
voluntary program. The new Penn State nitrogen leaching guidance may be helpful to that program’s
work.

Goodson provided 2013 Payment Schedule data CNMP (CAP 102), Nutrient Management (CAP 104)
and Nutrient Management (590), a written description of Pennsylvania’s Enhanced 590 payment
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scenario, and discussed difference among various scenarios under 102, 104, and 590. The
subcommittee discussed potential recommendations for increasing 4R nutrient management and
better conservation practice funding to focus best practices in targeted areas with the highest most
conservation need. The consensus of the subcommittee was advice that NRCS use ranking to offer
practices with the highest impact potential for decreasing sediment, nutrient and manure pollution.
Rankings could identify and prioritize applicants who have received Notice of Violation from PA DEP
and applicants requesting high impact manure and runoff practices appropriate for applicants ag
sector needs with primary goal of reducing winter spreading of manure.

Goodson announced national NRCS creation of Soil Health Management division within Science and
Technology Deputy Area. New division will join two existing divisions, Conservation Engineering and
Ecological Sciences, in that area.

Goodson provided information to guide implementation of effective local outreach campaigns.
Materials were issued by the Conservation Tillage (now Technology) Information Center (CTIC).
Examples of current CTIC project describing successful projects demonstrating and implementing
4Rs and cover crops in the Midwest were shared. Short discussion occurred regarding ideas for PA
demo projects. General comments were made regarding further exploration of this outreach effort to
be included in next meeting agenda.

Next meeting of the subcommittee is tentatively scheduled for April 16™ and will precede the State
Technical Committee. Date subject to change.

Meeting adjourned at 11:35
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