
What is the State Technical 
Committee?
The State Technical Committee is an advisory group 
to the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) and other agencies of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA). Members serve to provide feedback 
on the implementation of the conservation provisions 
of Farm Bill legislation. The committee recommends 
criteria and guidelines for agricultural and nonindustrial 
private forestland producers regarding new and existing 
conservation programs and initiatives. The committee is 
chaired by the NRCS state conservationist in each state. 
In addition to the full committee, there are subcommittees 
in Texas focused on agronomy, animal feeding operations, 
conservation easements, forestry, grazing, irrigation, 
urban, water resources, wildlife, and the Conservation 
Reserve Program.

Who Can Serve on the State 
Technical Committee?
Committees include members from a diversity of 
natural resource and agricultural interests. In Texas, the 
committee is composed of representatives from federal 
and state natural resource agencies, and state and local 
agricultural and environmental organizations, as well as 
farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners.

When and Where are the Meetings?
The Texas State Technical Committee meets twice a year, 
usually in Austin. Dates, location and times are posted on 
the NRCS Texas State Technical Committee webpage at 
www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov.

What Happens at the Meeting?
The meetings include reports on current Farm Bill 
Program statistics in Texas, outreach priorities, and reports 
from other USDA agencies, State Technical Committee 
members and subcommittees. The committee provides 
information, analysis, and recommendations to USDA on 
conservation priorities and criteria for natural resources 
conservation activities and programs, such as application 
and funding criteria, recommended practices, and program 
payment percentages. The NRCS state conservationist 
and NRCS leadership consider those recommendations 
when making final decisions for delivering conservation 
program in Texas.

How Do I Get Involved?
Individuals or groups wanting to participate as members 
on the Texas State Technical Committee may submit 
requests to the NRCS state conservationist explaining 
their interest and relevant credentials.
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State Technical 
Committee 
Subcommittees
What is the purpose of the 
State Technical Committee 
subcommittees?
Subcommittees are organized to discuss, examine and 
focus on a specific technical or programmatic topic or 
combination thereof. 

Who can participate in 
State Technical Committee 
subcommittees?
Specialized subcommittees are composed of volunteer 
members of the State Technical Committee, members of 
local working groups and other experts. Subcommittee 
meetings are open to the public and subcommittees 
may seek public participation, but they are not required 
to do so. All recommendations of the subcommittee are 
presented in the general session of the State Technical 
Committee, which is a public meeting. 

When are State Technical 
Committee subcommittee meetings 
conducted?
Subcommittees meet separately from the regularly 
scheduled State Technical Committee. Subcommittee 
meeting times and dates are posted on the Texas NRCS 
website at www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov no later than two weeks 
prior to each meeting. 

What are products of State 
Technical Committee subcommittee 
meetings?
Each subcommittee meeting is documented with 
meeting minutes. Meeting minutes are provided to 
the subcommittee government representative and are 
posted on the Texas NRCS website. The culmination of 
subcommittee meetings results in a written and oral report 
provided to State Technical Committee members during 
the next regularly scheduled State Technical Committee 
Meeting. 

Each subcommittee is led by a nongovernment 
chairperson who is chosen by subcommittee members.
The subcommittee chair serves as the primary point of 
contact between NRCS and subcommittee members. 
Duties of the chairperson include setting and organizing 
each subcommittee meeting and serving as the primary 
point of contact between NRCS and subcommittee 
members.

Each subcommittee has an assigned government 
representative. The government representative serves as 
a technical, programmatic and USDA operational resource 
to the committee. Government representatives keep the 
appropriate NRCS state lead apprised of issues and 
needs of the subcommittee. 

References:
USDA NRCS General Manual Title 440 Part 501 Subpart C
USDA NRCS National Bulletin Title 180-19-10 CPA
7 CFR (Code of Federal Regulations) §610.24
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How are State Technical Committtee 
subcommittees organized?


