
Marv Biese is a third generation farmer. All together Marv 
and his wife Patty farm 500 acres and milk 320 cows with 
250 young stock. They employ three full-time and five part-
time workers. In 2010, a fire destroyed their original barn. 
They quickly recovered and built a new barn and expanded 
to where they are today. They are proud to have upgraded to 
a state of the art operation with new milking facility, milking 
three times a day.

Plum Pride strives to be an environmentally friendly operation. 
Over the last few years, NRCS has worked with Plum Pride 
to plan and address the resource concerns on their growing 
operation. “Marv and Patty have implemented many of the 
ideas from both the NRCS and the Brown County LCD” says  
NRCS District Conservationist, John Malvitz.

The farm operation is implementing a variety conservation 
practices that demonstrate what the Great Lakes Restoration 

Initiative (GLRI) effort is all about. With incentives from both 
the Conservation Security Program (CSP) and Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Plum Pride has 
implemented the following: cover crops, grassed waterways, 
stream crossings, hay harvesting for wildlife, split applications 
of nitrogen, plant tissue testing, low drift spray nozzles, heavy 
use protection for animal walkways, a filterstrip (buffer) and 
roof runoff structures.  They also recently poured a concrete 
feed pad this fall with plans to integrate a leachate collection 
system.

“Farms like Plum Pride make me confident that this Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative effort can work, says Malvitz. 
“It has been a pleasure to work with the Plum Pride Farm 
to implement conservation practices that will help reduce 
nutrient loading into the Plum Creek”. 
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Plum Pride Farms located in the Plum Creek Watershed 
in Brown County is owned is owned and operated by 
Marvin and Patty Biese.  This watershed is one of the 
targeted areas for the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. 
Plum Creek is a tributary to the Fox River and flows 
through the Plum Pride Farm. The creek is a major 
source of phosphorus to the Fox River which eventually 
empties into Green Bay.

The Great Lakes Restoration Initiative is 
the largest federal investment in the Great 
Lakes in over two decades, with funding 
provided through the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

John Malvitz (L), NRCS District Conservationist presents Marvin and Patty Biese with a GLRI farm sign.

Significant erosion from farm field runoff on the Plum Pride 
Farm

Completion of a new grassed waterway.
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