
USDA Programs – Potential uses for Colorado Flood Recovery 
 

NRCS Program Relevance to Flood Recovery Time Frame Who Is Eligible How To Apply What Is Provided Comments 
Emergency Watershed 
Protection Program 
(EWPP) 

Financial and technical assistance for 
sediment and debris removal, stream 
bank and channel stabilization, or 
dike/levee repairs.  Some limited 
potential to assist for stream channel 
repairs associated with irrigation 
structures. 

Predominantly short 
term. 

Public and private landowners are 
eligible for assistance but must be 
represented by a project sponsor. 
Sponsors are a local unit of 
government. 

The Sponsor applies for NRCS 
assistance via a letter the NRCS 
State Conservationist within 60 
days of the flood.  Sponsor and 
NRCS work with affected land 
owners to identify and prioritize 
recovery funding needs. 

EWPP provides varying amounts 
of technical assistance and 75% of 
cost for installing eligible recovery 
measures.  Recovery measures 
may be temporary or permanent 
measures. 

Project eligibility limits.  Funding 
availability is subject to 
congressional appropriation. 

 
NRCS EWPP Program Contact: 
John Andrews 720-544-2834 

Emergency Watershed 
Protection Flood Plain 
Easements (EWP-FPE) 

Financial and technical assistance to 
purchase a permanent easement and 
restore the floodplain to natural 
conditions where it is a more 
economical and prudent approach to 
reducing a threat to life or property. 

Long term. Private landowners within the 
floodplain. 

 
A project sponsor is required for 
projects involving the conversion 
of residential or other developed 
land uses from the floodplain. 
The Sponsor is required to 
purchase the remaining property 
after structures are removed. 

Agricultural landowners apply 
directly to NRCS local offices. 

 
For properties with residential or 
other land use requiring removal 
of structures the landowners work 
with a local EWP Sponsor to make 
an application to NRCS. 

NRCS will pay up to 100% of the 
easement value and up to 100% of 
the costs for easement 
restoration. 

 
For residential housing NRCS will 
pay up to 100% of the easement 
value and up to 100% of the 
structure's value if the landowner 
chooses to have it demolished or 
relocated. . 

Project eligibility limits.  Funding 
availability is subject to 
congressional appropriation. 

 
 
 

NRCS EWP-FP Program Contact: 
John Andrews. 720-544-2834 

Environmental Quality 
Incentive Program (EQIP) 

Financial and Technical assistance for 
Repair replacement of on farm 
irrigation systems. Some limited 
potential for off farm irrigation 
systems. Potential for land 
reclamation of ag land damaged by 
overland flood flows. 

Long Term. 
Competitive grant 
process. 

Assistance provided to individuals 
for use on agricultural land. 

Individual submit an application 
for EQIP assistance through their 
local NRCS office. 

EQIP provides 100% of needed 
technical assistance and an 
incentive payment of typically 
50%-75% of cost to construct 
required conservation practices. 

Program availability for new 
contracts may be altered by 
pending legislation to reauthorize 
the Farm Bill. 

 
NRCS EQIP Program Contact: 
Dawn Jackson. 720-544-2805 

Wildlife Habitat Incentive 
Program (WHIP) 

Potential use for bank stabilization, 
channel modification, vegetation 
establishment to develop and 
improve wildlife habitat. 

Long Term. 
Competitive grant. 
process 

Assistance provided to individuals 
for use on agricultural and 
nonindustrial private forest land. 

Individual submit an application 
for WHIP assistance through their 
local NRCS office. 

WHIP provides 100% of technical 
assistance and an incentive 
payment typically in range of 50%- 
75% of cost to construct habitat 
improvement measures. 

Applications for new projects are 
on-hold pending legislation to 
reauthorize the Farm Bill. 

 
WHIP fund availability is aligned 
to National & State priorities. 
Preble’s Mouse habitat is a 
priority issue in the flooded areas. 

 
NRCS WHIP Program Contact: 
Dawn Jackson. 720-544-2805 

Wetland Reserve Program 
(WRP) 

Potential use in flood plains to 
convert damaged property from 
agricultural use to permanent 
wetlands. 

Long Term. 
Competitive grant 
process r requiring 
submittal of 
application for EQIP 
assistance through 
local NRCS office. 

Assistance provided to individuals 
for use on agricultural* land. 

 NRCS purchases 30 year or 
perpetual easement and shares 
cost of constructing measures 
necessary to restore wetland 
functions. 

Program availability for new 
contracts may be subject to 
pending legislation. 

 
NRCS WRP Program Contact: 
Dawn Jackson. 720-544-2805 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/co/programs/?cid=nrcs144p2_062768
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/co/programs/?cid=nrcs144p2_062768
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/landscape/ewpp/?cid=nrcs143_008225
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/landscape/ewpp/?cid=nrcs143_008225
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/landscape/ewpp/?cid=nrcs143_008225
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/co/programs/?cid=nrcs144p2_062742
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/co/programs/?cid=nrcs144p2_062742
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/co/programs/?cid=nrcs144p2_062754
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/co/programs/?cid=nrcs144p2_062754
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/co/programs/?cid=nrcs144p2_062758


FSA Program Relevance to Flood Recovery Time Frame Who Is Eligible How To Apply What Is Provided Comments 
Emergency Conservation 
Program (ECP) 

Financial assistance for debris removal, 
fence restoration, grading, shaping 
and releveling ag land, and restoring 
conservation structures. 

Predominantly short 
term. 

Assistance provided to 
individuals for use on agricultural 
lands. 

Individuals submit an application 
for assistance through their local 
FSA Office. 

ECP provides financial assistance 
up to 75% of cost for installing 
eligible recovery measures, or up 
to 90% for Limited Resource 
producers.  

 
 

FSA ECP Program Contact: 
Jenny Peterson 720-544-2895 

Emergency Loan 
Program  

Provides emergency loans to help 
producers recover from production 
and physical losses due to drought, 
flooding, other natural disasters or 
quarantine. 

Must apply within 8 
months of the county’s 
disaster or quarantine 
designation. 

Owners or operators of land 
located in a county declared by 
the President or designated by 
the Secretary of Agriculture as a 
primary disaster area or 
quarantine area who suffered at 
least a 30% loss. 
 

Individuals submit a loan 
application through their local FSA 
Office. 

 
 

Producers can borrow up to 100% 
of actual production or physical 
losses, to a maximum amount of 
$500,000.  Interest rates vary 
with a loan term of one to twenty 
years. 

 
 
 

FSA Emergency Loan Program 
Contact:   Gary Wall  720-544-
2892 

 


